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YOUR GO-TO SPOT TO LEARN, CONNECT, AND GET INSPIRED
We heard you from the Yankee Survey — you want more ways to connect, ask questions, and talk real-life 
dentistry. The Early Career Center is designed just for that. Whether you’re figuring out your next step, 
navigating daily challenges, or just want to meet other dentists who’ve been where you are, this is your 
space. There’s no formal agenda, no pressure — just honest conversations and valuable connections.

HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE EARLY CAREER CENTER: 
• Talk shop with mentors who’ve been through it and want to share what they’ve learned.
• �Hear real stories from dentists about how they chose their career paths — and what they’d do differently.
• �Ask industry experts how to thrive in your early years — from clinical tips to work-life balance.
• Meet other early-career dentists in a relaxed, supportive setting.
• �Drop in anytime — come as you are, leave with new ideas, insights, and maybe even a mentor.
• ��������Come listen to real-life stories from doctors about why they chose the paths they chose 

or connect with our industry professionals to ask questions!
• Come as you are. Forge a connection. Leave inspired.

This is the place to build your network, get inspired, and feel more confident about where you’re headed. 

THURSDAY

11:00

11:20

12:00

1:00

FRIDAY SATURDAY

��Dr. Janis Moriarty 
�• Solo Practitioner

�• Past President Massachusetts Dental Society and 
  former YDC General Chair

�• Trustee Tufts University Chair 

�• Massachusetts Dental Society Foundation Chair 

�• New England Section American College of Dentists 

Dr. Devon M. Ptak
• Board-certified endodontist in private practice and part-time
�	 faculty member at the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine                                                    
• Active MDS member, Chair of the East Middlesex District Dental 
	 Society and Co-Founder of the Paul Revere Study Club                                             
• Committed to advancing patient care through research, 
	 collaboration, and evidence-based practice 

Dr. Luljeta Isedisha
• Academic Excellence Award/Valedictorian of DMD Advanced 
 	standing class of 2021 at GSDM 
• Graduate of the MDS Leadership Academy 
• Received the Academy of General Dentistry Award                                                       
• Received the Quintessence Award for clinical achievement 
	 in periodontics                                     
• Received Ozar Hasegawa Ethics Award recipient
• Specializes in restorative and preventative dental services

Kathy Ells

Dr. Carl McManama 
• �Professor in the Department of General Dentistry  

for Boston University Henry M. Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine since 1976

• ���Private practice owner in Cambridge, MA for 45 years
• ���2025 Yankee Influencer of the Year award winner 
• ���Yankee Study Club founder and speaker
• ���Yankee speaker

Emily Promise, CFP®, CAP®, CDFA®, AIF®

President, Financial Advisor, ShorePoint Advisory Group 

Ali Oromchian, JD, LL.M  
 CEO & Co-Founder, HR for Health

Dr. David Lustbader
�• Doctor of Dental Medicine, 
Graduated third in his class at GSDM
�• Director, Clinical Affairs, 42 North 
• Former MDS President 
• Clinical Instructor and the Chair of the Dean’s 
Advisory Board at GSDM

Expert in the following topics:
•  Legal Essentials for New Practice Owners
•  �Avoiding Legal Pitfalls in Your First Five Years and Protecting  

Yourself: Employment Agreements, Associateships, and More

Expert in the following topics:
•  Startup – Project Management
•  �Practice Acquisition Due Diligence
•  Buyers Advocate
•  Finance 

Expert in the following topics:
•  �Financial Planning Considerations 

Specifically for Medical Professionals 
•  �Retirement Planning 
•  �Guidance Through Business Sales  

and Transactions 
•  �Holistic Financial Planning 
•  �Generational Wealth Plan 

Expert in the following topics:
•   �Preparing your personal finances for ownership
•   �How to determine if this practice is the right fit for you
•   �What should I be doing with my current associateship 

to prepare for owning?
•   �Generational Wealth Plan 

�John Wlodarek 
�Founder & Lead Broker, JW Practice Advisory

�Dr. Raymond Martin
• General Practitioner in Implantology, 43 years 
• Served as a Lieutenant Colonel in the MA Air National Guard
�	 and Chief Dental Officer at Otis Air National Guard Base  
	 on Cape Cod
• Currently Program Dental Director for MassDHP

Dr. Irina Dragan 
• Received the Massachusetts Dental Society “10 Under Ten”	
	� Award for her contributions to the field of Periodontology

• Received the American Academy of Periodontology 
	 Foundation Tarrson Fellowship Award       

• Received the Presidential Citation from the American  
	 Dental Education Association
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FRIDAY SATURDAY

STOP BY & CONNECT WITH MENTORS & MENTEES! 
Featuring:

Dr. Irina Dragan (mentor)
Dr. Ana Keohane (mentor)
Dr. Thomas Guiney (mentee)
Dr. Luljeta Isedisha (mentee)
Dr. Raymond Martin (mentor)

Dr. Phil Millstein (mentor)
Dr. Devon Ptak (mentee)
Dr. Jared Reid (mentor)
Dr. Priya Trikha (mentee)
Dr. Nik Tasevski (mentee)

Dr. Tara Groff (mentor)
Dr. James Lee (mentor)
Dr. Paul  Gamache (mentor)
Dr. Traci Portnoff (mentor)
Dr. Geraldine Garcia-Rogers (mentor) 

Open to all dentists and powered by the MDS Mentor Program

Schedule continued

��Dr. James Lee
• Current MDS Treasurer

• Former Chair of the ADA New Dentist Committee

• MDS 10 Under 10 Award Recipient (2020)

Corina Layton, RDH (@corina_907) 
•  �2.3 Million Followers on TikTok!

•  �2020 Waukesha County Technical College grad turned 
social media star

•  Conference speaker educating pros AND the public

• Learn how the DDS program connects
   dentists with patients who otherwise
   cannot access care
• Hear directly from a DDS volunteer
   about the impact volunteering has had on their practice
   and patients
• Understand what it takes to get involved

Dental Lifeline

Dr. Jeremy Krell 
• Scaled and exited several healthcare technology companies
• Started the institutional venture capital fund Revere Partners by   
   dentists, for dentists focused on dental technology winning several  
   awards: The President’s Volunteer Service Lifetime Achievement
   Award from President Joe Biden, Crain’s Notable in Health Care, 40
   under 40 from Incisal Edge
• Shapes dental education sitting on the Board of Advisors of Tufts
   University School of Dental Medicine and High Point University   
   WSDM

Chris Anderson 
Regional Healthcare Manager, Panacea Financial

Expert in the following topics:

• Starting a practice vs purchasing a practice; pros & cons

• Financing considerations for each option

• Specializes in all aspects of healthcare transactional
   matters with a specific focus on corporate structuring,
   mergers, acquisitions, partnerships and sales for private
   dentists/doctors and DSOs/MSO

Jonathan Eskow 
Founder, Lead Attorney, Eskow Law

Dr. Benjamin Falk 
• My Legacy : 3rd generation NYUCD trained dentist; Daughter, 
   Aleza Falk, matriculated to NYUCD and will be the first ever 4th 
  generation graduate from NYUCD in 2029

• My Practice: Owner of a state-of-the-art 10 operatory practice 
   in Florence/Northampton, MA focused on comprehensive, 
   multi-disciplinary care under one roof

• My Service: Active member in organized dentistry since 1994 
   participating in all levels of volunteer positions including 
   President of component dental society

Dr. ArNelle Wright (@thedailydentist) 
• Co-host of the viral Dental Sound Bites podcast!

• University of Florida grad and owner of Oral Health

   and Wellness of Oviedo

• Award-winning leader in organized dentistry

   (all 3 levels!)

Richard Lunetta 
Partner, Doctors Disability 
Specialists

Expert in the following topics:
• Disability Insurance solutions for students, residents, 
   associates and, practice owners
• Life insurance and other insurance needs for practice 
   acquisitions

Dr. Dani Kunal 
• Dr. Kunal Dani is a practice owner and comprehensive general 
dentist with advanced clinical training in restorative, cosmetic, 
and preventive dentistry, emphasizing patient-centered 
treatment planning, evidence-based care, and long-term oral 
health while leveraging modern dental technologies to enhance 
diagnostic accuracy, efficiency, and patient comfort.

Joseph Price-Gault 
Head of Student Loan Refinance
Expert in the following topics:

• Understanding federal vs private student loans for dentists

•  Choosing the right repayment strategy

• How income growth affects monthly payments and total    

   interest paid

• When refinancing helps, and when it can hurt
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